Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council  
Member Carter:
ORDINANCE 2013-390
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON A SEGMENT OF WOODSIDE STREET EXTENDING FROM THE INTERSECTION OF LINE STREET TO THE INTERSECTION OF CARRIE STREET IN JACKSONVILLE FOR REVEREND HENRY AMBROSE COTTON; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 9; HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF REVEREND HENRY AMBROSE COTTON AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF REVEREND HENRY AMBROSE COTTON; PROVIDING FOR CONFORMANCE WITH PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF CHAPTER 745, ORDINANCE CODE (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS); WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(e)(2), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING PERSONS WHO HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION MAY BE NAMED AFTER; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton, a role model to all young people, re-located to Jacksonville at age 14 from Waycross, Georgia with his mother; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton joined the United States Navy at 20 years of age, and served with distinction in World War II; and 

WHEREAS, Reverend Cotton was wounded while engaged in combat during the War in 1944; and
WHEREAS, after receiving twelve months of medical care and rehabilitation at hospitals in New York City, New York and Lake City, Florida, Reverend Cotton received an honorable discharge as a Disabled American Veteran; and
WHEREAS, after marrying Geneva Jackson, also from Waycross, they moved into the home that Reverend Cotton built on a vacant land that he purchased on Woodside Avenue.  Their marriage lasted 63 good years; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton, was a loyal and faithful member of the West Friendship Missionary Baptist Church for more than 67 years; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Cotton served in numerous capacities at his Church, to wit:  60 years as Secretary of the Deacons Board; 35 years as the President of the Ushers Board; 12 years as Dean and Superintendent of Sunday School; and
WHEREAS, throughout the years, he received a number of awards from his Church including the Chairman of the Building Committee Award (1957-1966); the Supervisor of all Usher Board Award (1983); the Black Man of the Year Award (1996); the Senior Deacon Award (2003) and the Longest Serving Deacon Award in 2011; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Cotton’s proudest moment was receiving the 2006 “Father of the Year” award; and
WHEREAS, in the Jacksonville community, he was appointed a 32 Master Mason which holds high esteem and association with The Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge of Florida, PHA; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Cotton also served as Worshipful Master, High Priest and a Worthy Patron which represents protection for the sister’s auxiliary in the Eastern Stars to that Order; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton, was a remarkable builder having already built and constructed his own home for his family; and
WHEREAS, he helped lay the foundation and church steps for his church; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Cotton also built and constructed the R.L. Wilson Development Center and the Henry Cotton Recreation Building obviously dedicated to his legacy; and 

WHEREAS, fifty years after his brave service in World War II, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton received several honorable military awards such as:  the Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal; the American Victor Medal; the Silver Star; the WWII Victory Medal and the European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with a Silver Star; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton also possessed excellent skills as a master gardener which garnered recognition for receipt of the “Yard of the Month” award bestowed by Mayor John Peyton in 2003; and
WHEREAS, in 2013, Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton was posthumously inducted as a Gold Circle Member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States; and

WHEREAS, a private donor has provided funding to cover the costs of the roadway markers approved herein; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton’s family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of two appropriate honorary roadway markers on the segment of Woodside Street extending from the intersection of Line Street to the intersection of Carrie Street in Council District 9; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Segment of Woodside Street to receive an honorary street designation for Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton.  The segment of Woodside Street in Council District 9 shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, for Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton to be installed.  Two honorary roadway memorial markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Reverend Henry Ambrose Cotton, shall be placed in appropriate locations on a segment of Woodside Street.
Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (e) (2). Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of honorary designations only for persons who have been deceased for five years, is hereby waived due to the recognition of the honoree is long overdue.

Section 4.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 5.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Cherry A. Shaw
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
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